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The dictionary defines "community", in its simplest form, as "a group of people living in the
same locality and under the same government." In a deeper sense, community is a group of
people united with common interests, values, and identity, to share and participate in life
together. This sense of community, to me, is what MIDLOTHIAN represents. Building community of this kind doesn't happen suddenly or by accident. Continuing community of this kind
takes communication, a willingness to participate and compromise.
One of the ways that we establish community is with the construction, maintenance, and our
citizen’s patronage of our public parks. I was reminded of this when we came together to
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Kimmel Park. Kimmel Park and the City’s other eleven
park and recreation areas are instrumental in bringing families and citizens together. The
memories shared that day are heartwarming and inspirational and they motivate us to
continue working together to build on the heritage of our Midlothian community.
Now that our population has been predicted to grow by three to five percent, we are faced
with the task of continuing the legacy of our community. As of this month, Midlothian ISD
has reached an all-time enrollment high of 8,121 and more than 15 housing developments
are progressing daily. Growth like this challenges the City to improve and create new infrastructure for roads, pipes, and utilities. These projects include the FM 663 Bridge widening
over the Highway 287 bypass, which is now complete. We have also broken ground on the
new Business Park and Phase One of the new Community Park is well underway. As soon as
our new park is fully completed in all phases, it will provide more than 120 acres for families
and friends to gather, recreate and build memories.
Business and industry growth, housing development, new
infrastructure and of course, population growth, are a reality
for our future. City Council and staff are committed to ensuring
this community’s growth is both quality and sustainable, while
valuing the needs and opinions of our citizens. Working with
you to build a strong and unique community is very exciting
and I am honored to represent our community as your Mayor.
WE ARE MIDLOTHIAN and with our prayers, hopes, planning,
and God-given wisdom, we can achieve our goals.
Sincerely,
Mayor Bill Houston

Driving Midlothian - Slam the Brakes on Bad Habits
By Police Chief Carl Smith
I would like to focus our citizen’s attention on a major safety issue over which you
have a great deal of control – the driving behavior exhibited while operating a
motor vehicle in our community. One of the best things about driving in the “country” was the friendly drivers whom one would encounter. Anyone who drives our
streets understands that Midlothian is no longer considered rural. Along our major
thoroughfares incredible development is occurring signaling even more growth.

On August 5th of 2015, my staff received a complaint about the intersection of Highway 67 frontage road
and Gifco Road. In an effort to gain voluntary compliance from the community we placed a notice of our
intentions to begin enforcement at this intersection on the Midlothian Police Department’s Facebook page.
This Facebook post received over 70,000 views and generated over 130 comments, many of which identified
other intersections, sections of road as well as the poor driving habits of commuters on our streets that were
of serious concern.
As a resident of Midlothian, with family who navigate the streets of our community every day, I am not only
professionally concerned, but personally saddened by the aggressive nature of our driving public. Routinely,
I am observing an absence of courteous and thoughtful driving being replaced by aggressive driving. An
example is individuals following extremely close to the vehicles ahead of them. This is one of the most
dangerous driving habits as it significantly increases the likelihood of an accident, should the lead vehicle be
forced to stop suddenly. Many times when the lead vehicle comes to a stop or negotiates a turn, the following
driver swings into a protected turn lane not intended as a passing lane and is striped as a no passing zone. I
routinely observe drivers neglect to use turn signal indicators as required by law. This is many times an
oversight, however, many times it’s simply discourteous driving that also leads to potentially dangerous traffic
encounters. Additionally, I have seen many of our citizens engaging in texting/dialing while driving. This is
an extremely dangerous habit that can have terrible consequences.
Our department receives hundreds of calls each year about aggressive and reckless driving on Highway 67
and 287 as well as other major thoroughfares within the City. To date, MPD has responded to over 600 calls
involving this issue. Many of these calls involve drivers not only exceeding the speed limit, but driving on the
shoulders of crowded roadways to pass vehicles who will not or cannot yield and move out of the way.
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Driving Midlothian - Slam the Brakes
Continued..
Each day that I drive FM 663, Highway 67, or 287 I witness many minor, as well as hazardous driving
infractions. There are literally too many to enforce! The result of this behavior is over 100 “major accidents” and over 270 “minor accidents” to date in 2015. Midlothian Police responses to major accidents
included three fatalities in 2014 and one fatality this year. The recent Facebook response is a strong indicator of the significant concern of our community regarding this issue.
I want to encourage our residents and the citizens that drive through our community to slow down and
remember that the people in the vehicles traveling with you during the morning commute are your neighbors, your friends, and your family. If this isn’t motivation enough, the financial costs and time investment
into something that is almost completely preventable, should convince you to pay attention to your driving
behaviors. We live together in a great community. I ask you to remember that your driving habits not only
provide a reflection of you, but also, our community. How do you want our visitors to remember your
home town?
I love our community and feel very fortunate to be here. Let’s not have our community be known as an
unfriendly or dangerous place to drive. I have seen and heard the concerns loud and clear and will take all
necessary efforts to make our streets safe to drive on. The Midlothian Police Department is committed to
reducing the amount of traffic collisions and improving the safety of your roadways through targeted traffic
enforcement. Please continue to notify our Patrol Command staff of your concerns through our City Website, Facebook, Twitter, Nextdoor or our Communications Center at 972-775-3333.
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FIRESIDE
by Fire Chief Dale McCaskill

The Midlothian Fire Department is looking forward to the cooler nights that the fall season will bring us. This year
has been full of extremes from our unusually wet spring to our hot and dry weather in October. The dry summer
has caused us to remain on high alert for wildﬁres, which is the reason why the county commissioners continue to
enact a burn ban for all of Ellis County. For updates on the Burn Ban please visit the City of Midlothian’s web site at
www.midlothian.tx.us. Also keep in mind, when the burn ban is lifted, City residents must obtain a burn permit (at
no cost) by contacting the Fire Marshal’s oﬃce during normal business hours at 972-775-7662 prior to igniting any
brush piles.
As the changes of the fall season come upon us, the Midlothian Fire Department is experiencing some changes as
well. Our community has been blessed to be served by Doctor Roy Yamada as Medical Director for the last 14 years
and there is no doubt that his vision for Emergency Medical Services has had a positive impact on countless people
in our community. Thank you for your time and service Dr. Yamada. On October 1, 2015, our organization partnered with Dr. Ketan Trivedi to be our new Medical Director. Dr. Trivedi serves as the Medical Director and practicing physician over the emergency room at Methodist Medical Center of Mansﬁeld. Dr. Trivedi brings a fresh passion
and perspective to emergency medical services which we know will build upon the expert care that our ﬁreﬁghter-paramedics deliver to the community.
Coming soon to a ﬁre station near you-- the Midlothian Fire Department will be oﬀering lay person CPR and ﬁrst
aid training this fall. The survival of a patient suﬀering from cardiac arrest increases dramatically when CPR is
performed from the onset of the event. The knowledge and skills you learn in these training sessions could have a
positive impact on a family member or friend. So, come spend four hours with us and learn how to do chest compressions, clear an obstructed airway, and use an automatic external deﬁbrillator as well as basic ﬁrst aid techniques. We will communicate class dates through the City of Midlothian website and the Midlothian Fire Department Facebook page.

Finally, thank you for your support and allowing our organization to maintain a quality ﬂeet of response apparatus.
The City Council and City Manager are very supportive of our apparatus replacement program which ensures that
our personnel are able to respond quickly in your time of need. We have just taken delivery of our two newest
response vehicles. Fire Station #2 received a 2015 F-450 Skeeter Brush truck allowing us to retire the 1993 F-350
Brush truck that was tired and worn out. Fire Station #3 received a 2015 F-550 Pierce Light, Air and Rehab truck
that replaces our 1999 Freightliner Rescue truck. This unit will be utilized at major city events to support personnel
with the ability to reﬁll air cylinders, provide additional lighting and rehabilitation supplies.
We are always grateful to serve you. Please stop by any of our facilities to see the equipment, the ﬁreﬁghters, or
just to say Hi.
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Capital Improvements Corner
FM 663 Bridge at US 287 Bypass nears completion
With the recent installation of new signals, new equipment, and
some final signal timing adjustments, this long-awaited project is
substantially complete. The contractor for the state has plans to
complete some improvement work within the new medians, as
well as some off-site drainage work and, the City is selecting and
installing lighting on the bridge, but this roadway improvement
project is fully opened to traffic and functioning well. Thank you
to all of those who have traveled through this construction zone
for your patience during this time and a special thank you to the
Midlothian Development Authority for funding this much needed
project.

South 14th Street Extension Update
Community Park Capital Improvement

Within the next several months, the first segment of South 14th Street will
be constructed as part of the Community Park capital improvement
project. This initial segment will run through the park, beginning at
Ashford Lane northward to the park’s northern property line. The City is
also continuing to work on the design of the second segment of this
roadway, from Ashford Lane southward to McAlpin Road. The third
segment of this roadway, which will run from the Community Park northward to the US 287 access road, is also under design by an independent
developer. At the present time, we are anticipating that the second and
third segments of this roadway will be under construction by spring or
summer of 2016.
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Ben Wilson retires after 24 years with City
On August 11, 1991, the City welcomed a new employee out at the Water Treatment Plant (WTP). Now, 24 years later, the City will bid a fond farewell to this same
employee. Ben Wilson has announced his retirement from the City of Midlothian
effective at the end of December of 2015. Ben has served in various roles out at the
plant over the years and most notably has been the WTP Manager for over 20
years. He’s personally seen the plant and the City grow from treating under 0.5
million gallons of water a day to over 12 million gallons a day. During Ben’s tenure
as the WTP Manager, the City’s Tayman WTP has become one of the top operating
plants in the state of Texas, with the City winning a multitude of awards and
honors that are too numerous to list. In addition to managing the operations at the
Tayman WTP, Ben played a vital role and was involved in the design and construction oversight of the City’s new, state-of-the-art membrane treatment plant. Over
the years, Ben has never been short on words or expressing himself. One memorable quote from Ben is “I can make the water taste like lemonade if you want it to, all
I need is the money to do it.” Ben’s knowledge and expertise in the area of water
treatment and public utilities will be greatly missed and we want to thank him for
his years of hard work, dedication to our citizens and customers, and his devoted
service to the City. We wish him all the best as he embarks on a new journey in his
life with his wife, Sandra and their family!

Kroger Marketplace

The Midlothian City Council approved a rezoning request on October 13 from Dallas developer, Weber & Co., for a 124,000
square foot Kroger Marketplace supermarket on an approximate 53 acre lot located at the southeast corner of the US Highway
287 Bypass and FM Road 663.
In addition to the Kroger supermarket, plans also include 10 other parcels along both the FM-663 and US-287 Bypass frontages for the development of restaurants, offices and retail buildings. The area situated north of the proposed Kroger is planned
for approximately 88,000 SF of inline retail space for secondary anchor stores and specialty retail and office tenants.
The proposed Kroger supercenter will be similar in scale to one built in the City of Mansfield west of SH-360. Kroger intends to
be open for business in April of 2017. Long range plans for the supermarket include a potential 20,000 SF expansion that
would occur when warranted by local market conditions. Kroger would also operate a fuel station with 9 fuel pumps (with 18
nozzle stations) on an out parcel facing FM-663.
According to an August 18th company press release, Kroger is one of the world's largest retailers that employs nearly 400,000
associates in 2,626 supermarkets and multi-department stores in 34 states and the District of Columbia under two dozen local
banner names including Kroger, City Market, Dillons, Food 4 Less, Fred Meyer, Fry's, Harris Teeter, Jay C, King Soopers, QFC,
Ralphs and Smith's. The company also operates 780 convenience stores, 327 fine jewelry stores, 1,342 supermarket fuel
centers and 37 food processing plants in the U.S. Recognized by Forbes as the most generous company in America, Kroger
supports hunger relief, breast cancer awareness, the military and their families, and more than 30,000 schools and community
organizations. Kroger contributes food and funds equal to 200 million meals a year through more than 100 Feeding America
food bank partners.
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THE PARK BENCH
By: Billy King, Parks & Recreation Manager

Community Park Project Update

Phase 1 details and updates:
•
The Construction Manager-at-Risk has been working with the contractors on the
project. Dirt work is 95% complete and final grading will be done after completion
of utility and flat work.
•
Sanitary sewer main has been laid and tested.
•
Storm drain work is in progress.
•
Box culvert is installed at the 14th Street/ Belmont intersection.
•
On September 8, 2015 City Council approved the final bid package including the
concession/restroom building design and other park amenities.
•
Council, Staff, Park Board members, Dunkin Sims Stoffels, Inc., and Dean Construction
are working diligently to create the best park facility that will meet the needs of our citizens.
•
Anticipated opening of Phase I is Fall of 2016

Please visit the Midlothian website, www.midlothian.tx.us, or Facebook page for more information
pertaining to P&R events and projects.
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New Sculpture Will Demonstrate
Midlothian’s Collaborative Culture
(DATE) For decades, Midlothian has been proud to call itself a collaborative community, one in which its
residents and business interests have worked together to achieve success. That unique spirit of collaboration
will be represented in “Combination,” a site-specific sculpture that has been designed, and will be installed
by Brad Oldham Sculpture.
The 26-foot tall piece that is made of steel-and-concrete is set for a December 2015 unveiling at Community
Center Circle and has two purposes. First, it will create a focal point – a visual landmark piece – around which
residents and visitors can gather. And second, the piece will represent the collaborative strength of the
Midlothian community. “The community and industry in Midlothian are a special collection of uniquely kind,
intelligent people that I’m honored to know and become a part of,” said Brad Oldham, artist and co-owner of
Brad Oldham Sculpture. “My hope is that ‘Combination’ can create a space for people to be a part of, and to
make their own for generations to come.”
Tying Pieces Together
The space Oldham references in his statement is currently Community Center Circle- a plaza that houses a
fountain, which is surrounded by community developments such as the Midlothian Senior Citizens Center,
the City’s Conference Center, and a currently under-construction Courtyard by Marriott. Nearby, on Mount
Zion Road, is Midlothian Higher Education Center at the Navarro College Campus.
“Combination,” which consists of concrete and two interwoven steel beams features oversized iconic nail
accents on each end that represent the strength and collaboration of the Midlothian community, and serves
as a connecting piece to the buildings nearby, rather than a piece that will overpower them.
Adding to the piece’s visual appeal will be “Joe,” a bronze sculpture of a man at the piece’s base, positioned as
if he is directing work. While the twisted beams represent the business-community’s collaboration, Joe is the
human element- the driving force behind Midlothian’s success.
Encircling “Combination” will be 80 cast concrete blocks, 20 inches tall by 24 inches wide with twenty openings every fifth space to create one hundred spaces surrounding the sculpture. The 18th and 88th blocks will
be cast as triangles and stained a contrasting color to highlight the years during which Midlothian was
founded and incorporated. Finally, a new slogan, “We Are Midlothian,” will be poured into place, within the
seating circle, which consists of decomposed granite.
“’Combination’ is a wonderful piece, partly because it represents how Midlothian is collaborative and partly
because the piece itself consists of materials actually made here,” said Midlothian Mayor Bill Houston. He said
he liked the fact that the piece is strong, with clean, simple lines, as opposed to a fussy sculpture. The piece is
also low-maintenance, which means few dollars will be spent in maintaining its pristine appearance.
“The looped imagery represented by the twisted nails is a nod to Midlothian’s closed-loop production practices in making building materials. Additionally, we’re hoping that those who view this piece will have a
sense that a powerful force – like Superman – bent the beams,” said Christy Coltrin, artist and co-owner of
Brad Oldham Sculpture. “The feeling should translate to representation of the strong men and women in
Midlothian who are making things happen.”

continued...
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Background and Base
It was collaboration and strength that Midlothian Economic Development sought when discussing the project;
specifically, a landmark visual that would combine Midlothian’s community and growing industrial base in a visually appealing piece. Larry Barnett, President and CEO of Midlothian Economic Development, said the council was
after an artistic piece that depicted Midlothian as a place where things get done.
“This, in turn, led to commissioning Brad Oldham Sculpture to create a site-specific installation which will, in turn,
help launch the Midlothian Arts Council,” Barnett said.
Dallas-based Brad Oldham Sculpture has had plenty of experience with site-specific installations, having co-created and installed “The Traveling Man” in Dallas’ Deep Ellum and created “SkaterBIRD” in downtown, “The Birth of a
City” at Encore Park in addition to national monumental installations at National Geographic Headquarters in
Washington, D.C., Wayne Gretzky Sports Center in Brantford, Ontario and more. Oldham’s pieces are place-making
sculptures; in other words, they tell stories, while encouraging people to visit the piece, to sit and ponder it, and to
engage the viewer.
During their site visit to Midlothian and follow-up interviews with the city’s leaders and residents, Oldham and
Coltrin found a unique community, one that combined business interests and residents’ needs into an active and
successful partnership that, in fact, “got things done”. This inspiration is what spurred the concept of “Combination.”
“This sculpture is a great representation of how it takes organizations, the business community and individuals to
build and maintain our community,” said Tami Tobey, community leader and Midlothian Community Development
Corporation chair.
Along with the City Council and residents, local businesses including Gerdau, Ash Grove Cement Company, Holcim
US, Martin Marietta, Gatehouse Capital, and UEB Builders have pitched in to help. These businesses are providing
materials, labor and money, giving the piece a truly local flair.

More Than an Artistic Piece
For Oldham and Coltrin, “Combination” is more than an artistic piece. It’s providing an educational opportunity as
well. Brad Oldham Sculpture is including students from Midlothian High School and Midlothian Heritage High
School throughout the fabrication and installation of the sculpture. The purpose is to expose students to two
disciplines that Oldham and Coltrin use in creating site-specific installations.
Engineering students will be able to study the engineering reports and get a better understanding of the various
elements necessary to create a large-format sculpture and the correct calculations on hand to install it. From the
artistic side, creative writing students, with access to “Combination’s” backstory, will be invited to write about the
artwork, and their own interpretations and viewpoints of it.
Oldham and Coltrin are also filming the process, from the start of the sculpture, through its completion, as well as
the installation and it’s unveiling in December. The video will be presented to the city following the installation.
Though the piece will be an eye-catching focal point, business and community leaders see its creation and execution as so much more. Community leader Tobey, for example, speaks of the sculpture as a great representation of
how the community and groups regularly work together to ensure Midlothian is a great place to work and do
business. Already, the piece has received a wide range of support from Midlothian Citizens and the Mayor, who has
expressed his appreciation for the utilization of materials that are made in Midlothian.
“I see ‘Combination’ as more than a beautiful and inviting way to link the Midlothian Convention Center campus
with the new hotel,” said Midlothian Economic Development’s Barnett. “It allows us to tell our story in a dynamic,
artistic framework.”
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A.H. Meadows Library - Something for Everyone
By Susan Casstevens
A.H. Meadows Public and High School Library is like a living room in a multi-generational family. It brings
together all ages, from toddlers to retirees in their 70s and 80s. During a typical week at A.H. Meadows
Public and High School Library, located on the Midlothian High School campus, at least 25 preschoolers
gather in eager anticipation for story time. Seated in a semi-circle, the bright upturned faces burst into
laughter while listening to Ladybug Girl’s latest predicament or hearing Pete the Cat optimistically remind
us that, “It’s all good.”
Two afternoons each week senior library patrons sit at desktop computers. Proving that it is never too late
to learn, the class focuses on mastering basic computer skills necessary to adapt in our ever-changing
digital world. Meanwhile, high school students and faculty come and go. They gravitate to the library to
check out material, use the Internet, or just visit with friends and browse on their electronic devices. In
Meadows Library, a grandmother may share a sitting area with a 17-year-old working on Algebra 2, while
other teens play card games and adults fill out job applications online. In this well-lit 16,500 square-foot
room - a living room of learning - there is space for all and everyone is welcome.
September 2015 saw an increase of more than 3,000 library visitors from the door counts of September 2014. If you haven’t visited your public library in Midlothian, please make note of the following
services and programs:
•
Website: http://misdlibrary.midlothian-isd.net/mhs
•
Join the Decade of Readers Book Club
•
Teen Book Club Fridays at 8am
•
Senior Adult Book Club 2nd and 4th Mondays at 10am
•
Meadows Adult Book Club 2nd Tuesdays at 6:30 pm
•
Toddler Story time every Friday at 11am

This year, Meadows Library is celebrating 10 years of occupancy in the current building by challenging
community members to read 100 books. Decade of Reading book club members will be rewarded with
their names on a library plaque in the Fall of 2016, book club t-shirts, and the chance to win several prizes
throughout this year of reading 100 books. Please call 972- 775-3417 for more information or contact
susiecasstevens@gmail.com.
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Tim Walker takes over helm
at Water Treatment Facilities
With the upcoming retirement of Ben Wilson, the City would like to welcome Tim
Walker as the new WTP Manager. Tim came to the City of Midlothian after working as
the Plant Superintendent for White River Municipal Water District in west Texas, where
he was employed over the past 11 years. Tim began working for Midlothian as a
Senior Water Treatment Plant Operator at the beginning of the year and based on his
past work experience and understanding of water treatment management and
operations, was promoted to Plant Manager this summer. Not only does Tim have a
professional tie to Midlothian, he also has a personal connection as well. After high
school, Tim’s family moved to Midlothian, where several family members still live
today. We’re happy to welcome Tim back home to Midlothian, as not just a citizen but
also as an employee. We anticipate a great deal of leadership from Tim Walker and
trust that his efforts will carry on a long-standing tradition of success and quality
service at our water treatment plants.

Keeping Traffic Rolling
With the recent retirement of a valued employee, Charles Smith, Bruce Jones was
promoted into the position of Streets Superintendent from his previous position with
the City as Engineering Construction Inspector.
Bruce was born and raised in Ennis and enjoys supporting Ennis High School football
and generally anything sports-related. Bruce comes from a large family who are very
important to him and every year all 40 – 50 family members take a charter bus to a
different location together.
Bruce came to the City of Midlothian with 19 years of experience working with the
Texas Department of Transportation. As Inspector, Bruce spent most of his time
coordinating with contractors. As Streets Superintendent, he enjoys working with a
team and taking on projects that keep the workweek interesting. One of Bruce’s
favorite projects was the 8th Street renovation, especially the construction of the
bridge. He felt that it had all of the facets of a great project and helped make our town
special and unique.
Bruce is looking forward to several upcoming projects; namely the extension of 14th
Street and the new Community Park. With his 31 years of experience, Bruce is an asset
to the projects that are a part of Midlothian’s constant growth. Along with his new job
duties, he will continue to assist with inspections when needed and he is glad to have
the opportunity to take on this responsibility.
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Partnerships for Progress
By Larry Barnett, President/CEO

When it comes to economic development and moving a community
forward, relationships are critical.
Like most relationships in life, the best business relationships are built on
integrity and fueled by mutual respect, trust and time. Oftentimes, a solid
professional relationship can be the catalyst for an exciting opportunity.
One great example of this is our relationship with Marty Collins, owner of
Gatehouse Capital and developer of the Courtyard by Marriott project
currently unfolding along Highway 287, adjacent to the Midlothian Conference Center. Our alliance with Marty Collins has led to the addition of a
top-notch corporate citizen that will help take our community to the next
level.
While the fruits of our efforts may not always be so visible, we continually work behind the scenes to cultivate
new partnerships locally and nationally. Each week, we tap into fresh markets, talk with prospects and share our
message coast to coast with inquiring companies, brokers and consultants. Businesses all over the world are
interested in Texas, and Midlothian is gaining attention as a lucrative location thanks to its pro-business environment, available land, quality educational assets and luxury housing options.
Our city’s evolution from a small cattle and cotton town to present-day dynamic gem is nothing short of remarkable. New residents continue to flock to Midlothian, houses continue to spring up and the community continues
to adapt. We are grateful for our strong existing business foundation and look forward to welcoming new
companies to our recently unveiled Midlothian Business Park on Highway 67.
Above all, here at Midlothian Economic Development, we strive to be mindful of our rural heritage and pursue
business connections and projects that will complement our city’s thoughtful approach to growth. There is no
doubt that our best days are ahead.
We invite you to “like/follow” us on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn to stay informed of our ongoing developments.
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Keeping Water Flowing
Please meet the Utility Superintendent for the Public Works
Department, Terry A. Williams. Part of a family of seven, Terry
grew up in Renvo, Pennsylvania and graduated from Moshannon
Valley High School in 1986. After graduation, he joined the U.S.
Army where he served six years as a Staff Sergeant and traveled
the world. Texas became home in 1995 where he is now married
with two stepsons and a 24-year old son who resides in Louisiana.
Terry is a family man who enjoys watching his nieces and nephews
grow, and especially loves participating in his nephew's football games
and events. Anyone acquainted with Terry knows he is a huge Pittsburg
Steelers fan...Go Steelers! Terry’s second all-time favorite sport is
baseball and he has been a fan of the Texas Rangers since childhood.
On October 8, 2001, Terry joined the City of Midlothian's Public Works team to work as a maintenance worker
in the Utility Department and worked his way up to Utility Superintendent. His main responsibility is the
maintenance and upkeep of the City’s complex utility system, which requires him and members of his crew to
be on call 24/7. Inevitably, major water line breaks will occur on the coldest night of the year and require Terry
and the crew to be hip-deep in water and mud in freezing temperatures! He is very proud of his team of
coworkers and takes pride in his work, a big part of which keeps utilities flowing for the citizens of Midlothian.
Terry looks forward to helping and being a part of the future water and sewer upgrades to the City. He
expressed that keeping up with the expanding technologies in the field and Midlothian's growth is a challenge every year and he readily accepts that challenge.
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Planning Potpourri
by: Alberto Mares, AICP
It continues to be very busy in and around Midlothian. This year has produced growth patterns unseen in almost 10 years
as the community continues to grow at historic rates. The City is expected to hit the 25,000-population milestone sometime in the second half of 2017. In fact, two-thirds of the current population moved in after the year 2000. Check out these
facts:
•
In the next 20-25 years, the DFW population is expected to double from its current 7.1 million to approximately
15-16 million.
•
Midlothian is located inside the 4th largest metropolitan area in the country, within 30 minutes of the 3rd busiest
airport in the world and two (2) major cities.
•
Approximately 45% of the City is still undeveloped, and has one of the best school districts in North Texas,
All of these factors, along with many others, lead to growth and development. While this is going on, city residents struggle with what identity they want for Midlothian. Some want to retain the small town character and charm while others
want national chains, restaurants, retail shops, etc. It is a delicate balance many communities in our situation have gone

through before.
A perfect way to get involved, is through the Comprehensive Plan process. The Comprehensive Plan is a forward-looking
document which provides a framework for how the community desires to develop in the future. This plan, expected to be
complete by fall 2016, will include updated goals and objectives to help guide many future decisions by community leaders
for the next 15-20 years in areas such as land use and development, parks and open space, community facilities and transportation.
The first public workshop for the Comprehensive Plan was held on October 15th. This workshop allowed Midlothian
residents an opportunity to lay the foundation for the development of goals and visions for the community. More public
participation is needed if this is to be a true representation of what the community wishes Midlothian to become. Another
public workshop is planned for mid-January 2016. You can see all documents and updates on the Comprehensive Plan
website at www.envisionmidlothian.com.

Another project that the City is undertaking is the involuntary annexation of approximately 5.42 square miles in the southeastern part of the community. The City held public hearings on this proposed annexation on October 13th and October
27th at the Midlothian Conference Center. Upon completion of the public hearings, the Ellis County Commissioner’s Court
will appoint 5 residents of the affected annexation area to begin negotiations of a service plan with the City that must be
complete by early June 2016. This service plan is basically a listing of services and items that the residents want for their
area. Once negotiations are complete and agreed by both sides, it becomes binding and made part of the annexation
ordinance, should the City Council vote in favor to annex the area. A final vote on the annexation is expected in December
2017. Further information during this process can be obtained on the City’s website at http://www.midlothian.tx.us/annexation or you can refer questions to Alberto Mares, Planning Manager (972-775-7169; alberto.mares@midlothian.tx.us) or
Kevin Lasher, Planning Director (972-775-7172; kevin.lasher@midlothian.tx.us).
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